R

— P EREA T FIEES B ER

B TR B 22 L

K 2 BLAAL R BB HE S 1 W BURN
Fras iy T RARER S (19124F » K
FRAT A R AL R ER ) R 19105 F3 UL EE —
HER B AR FHLE - 7619205 DAFT » P
KB E KA DUR RS (Flan : R
KEE -~ PREKE -~ BRI R ) X -
MRIEHET > B HF80% LI _E 1 K 2248 sk EE A
B HERE -

19205F DA% » A2 K (40« R
PR~ W AKE - FEHRAKE - HIERE
) BEREER T H B I E W m -
19294F » BORFBE A1 K B2 4H il vk B K 228
12 - BORRPERZBANAEEE - ROT KRR
LRI SZ B R - FTLL - E R R BT
REZHN R AR L -

19494F - BUFFBEG#E% - R E
Frag ey T2, AR BOR LE
A& RIRAAT KB Z BN - 19744F » BUR ]
TERSTEALIE - BUERT A AL KRB HE
R A ERE A - 708 ARy 5 ROGE Il
B e - RTINS B i A A TR K
SEY) > F3E 135 2 AN IR BLER R 3
ISR - E 19854 E P RS BE K - 1H A
FRTE2RE ~ BEERRr el 220t -

JARE » BB L T T EERE T ERE

(1990454 5 19974FE i #k THER K
) -~ TEPEREERE ) (19944184
20004F %Ry TR RE ;) - & 0 X
JF B GG AL RAST T A STt g 2B

FEF LR B

HEHHBRERE
BALE T

“C Dharm

a Drum

REA T EEEEBELE , (19965484
1999tk T FEHERE ;) ~ T XEE
ATk Er e ;. (19974-F84E 5 2004428
ke T REEREE ) 2B - BL19984 2
PIREE A St & BB EUEE R 0 DIk
TR A SOt g e 5 (20005 FE 4
200650 Ry TREKRE, | ) (Z T - ik
PR B R SR SE T R -

SERWHES B

K 280 -0 =12
Fit R YRR AT L S AR R B SR Be ~ iR
e ~ BB SR » —HIEHBRFESHEE
T ECRAEEMI A B A B R AR HE - B2
MRREIE R T AL AT - HLoh - ANECFARNL
=y TR RYTSERT ) thERAR TSR
EHBETTE T ZRAL - At - BfIREIRYSE



BE B - EEE R -

Flr =& » JR20004F K » #UE S B 55
BHEMBFEE SR - B R
B R BWHERBWA S SFHEER -
fR20044E3 H - VrikbE =EEmE s EE TR
TLERGE ) BRI - ARTR A TR
i 92 R B 092 SRR BEBGR BT - #ilan -
HuiCA I HBE SR HBCR AT - K2R
(1988) ~ HHIKE (1996) -~ THEKER
(1997) ~ BEAARE: (1999) -~ FIEANE
(2000) ~ FPERE (2000) -~ HJFKER
(2000) ~ HYEKEE (2001) ~ B KER
(2001) - SRFFRAVLKRERESREGE AT
SR TORBHMEREE . TR
AL - DIBSEIR A B BCORBAA - W H
BRI A 2R EUEX - DERBIR " &
170 BRI EEKEE - N2 - 22 E—
SREWRBBCE R Tty gENE - wT LA
FREET TSR ) BEER 1T ANE e

B B -
5k U B

R20064F - HrEEMR T SEAT LI25 5
AR ER RS Ry FE R - S BA BRI S 5 P AN B
BB - B 2 A S AR AR R
PAEAUS T B2 AT R RR - B AR — P
HUE H R S B O S YL B — SRR

REBRA ~ BBFRIRNFHETREENE -
The First Principe of DDBC.

Bt » %k TR BUR BT, - 2tk
RIFEE AR RBE964F (20084-) —H#A
BAWET " RBWHEBR RS I RAT SR L &
NG | SREWHME BT B R ~ P~ BAL
AR e LIGZ R e SR B i 4
i REEMERERELL THHE 5 Z30F -
I+ AR R 5 A Bl B A P B R AR 4 » e
HEEEHTEFERE (8H1 H) &%n]
Bk TR -

TEESii e fim o DA gL

CENREMRERAH .~ TrHREEIERERRH L ~ TP
g R ERAH | AERESY - BlEEAE - R
B A5 B2 KE T8 - BB BIHE 2 il
JC o 3 H R IR RS i 22 EH B AR I K R
TOREREEEHAH o 0 LIRS ER O EREOAT g

FIFRE B RAMAA - FIRFEGRE ~ B~ 5
AR BEE SCRYFIIRR - RemsssE ~ HEEZ 2
< VARG LT Y

TEEBET/7m - Al s LAY fn
REEA B2 e Bl Y [E] . B AR EE ~ AL EE
RSB R R SR - DI EEITEE - [H
B - S vk L S B s B & 2 #
A - T - /L MBS FHATE
HY B G PR A B R s A 2 4 DIRCE
EATHEARZ 0T - BRBRIFIC BT I Ay
B - B EIET AR AR R -

Rk - TSR ECERRT ) T B EEE
Ry TIEE A SO e BT | FEND - AR
LB ER SRR B ER Y - BREE AT A
THIFES A HE PR (S 22 R B EE B B % - DA
EE AR ORI ZMEWHEAA -
ELEAA TR BIEIR AR AL -

(R SR G FIAEF20074F2 A (AL)
HezhNo. 2822 3 X (# T o EMB 25T R PT
] TR RIS SR, ) WIERT)

EEFER- ]




12

From the CHIBS to DDBC

Development of Contemporary
Buddhist Academic Education

Modern college education in our country
originated from the Jing Shi Da Xue Tang (Imperial
Capital Academy) established in the Qing dynasty
(renamed as Peking University in 1912, when
the Republic of China formed), which started to
recruit students in 1910. Before the year 1920,
college education in China was mostly conducted
by private individuals or organizations, such as
Soochow University, Cheeloo University, and St.
John’s University. The statistics showed that more
than 80% of the college students of the time went
to universities run by Christian missionaries.

Since 1920, public universities, such as
Southeast University, Chiao-Tung University,
Guangdong University, Ching-Hwa University,
were established one after another and became
increasingly influential to society. In 1929, the
government stipulated the University Acts, putting
privately run universities under government
supervision. Due to the rules and regulations
governing the establishment of private universities,
it was rather hard for Buddhist groups to organize
university education.

When the Nationalist government moved
to Taiwan in 1949, it decided to tighten its policy
governing the establishment of private universities
due to its unpleasant experience in dealing with
student movements in the past. In 1974, the
government promulgated the Private School
Acts, stipulating that all private universities be

registered as non-profit foundations. In the 1970s,
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Taiwan experienced the oil crisis and industries
were in desperate need of skilled professionals.
In 1985, the educational policy which had lasted
for 13 years preventing the establishment of
private universities was finally lifted, but it was
only limited for colleges of engineering, medical
schools, and polytechnical institutes.

With that, the Buddhist groups established
the Huafan College of Engineering, which
started recruiting students in 1990 and was re-
instituted as the Huafan University in 1997,
as well as the Tzuchi Medical School, which
started recruiting students in 1994 and was re-

instituted as the Tzuchi University in 2000. After
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that, the government gave further permission
for the establishment of private colleges of
humanities and social science. This made possible
the establishment of the Nanhua College of
Management, which started recruiting students in
1996 and was re-instituted as Nanhua University
in 1999; and the establishment of Hsuan Chuang
College of Humanities and Social Science, which
started recruiting students in 1997 and was re-
instituted as Hsuan Chuang University. The
Dharma Drum College of Humanities and Social
Science was also founded in 1998, as well as the
establishment of Foguang College of Humanities
and Social Science, which started recruiting
students in 2000 and was re-instituted as Foguang
University in 2006. It was then that it became
increasingly common for Buddhist groups to

conduct and organize college education.

Religious Colleges

For the last few decades in Taiwan, there
have been more than 130 Buddhist seminaries,
theological seminaries, Christian colleges, and
Yiguandao seminaries registered at the Ministry of

Interior as religious-education institutes, which,

however, were never incorporated under the
Ministry of Education (MOE). Moreover, the
Ministry did not formally recognize the academic
degrees issued by these institutes, including those
issued by the Chung-Hwa Institute of Buddhist
Studies, despite its registration with the MOE.
This hindered the development of religious
education in our country.

Fortunately, toward the end of 2000, the
MOE held meetings regarding religious education,
and decided to consider incorporating religious
institutes into higher education system on
conditional terms. In March 2004, the Legislative
Yuan passed the amendment to Article 9 of the
Private School Acts, to differentiate general colleges
and departments of religious studies from private
universities and religious corporate bodies that
seek to establish mono-religious colleges to provide
religious degrees to nurture future clerics and
religious talent. Students would be able to attend
religious rituals and receive course credits for
programs designed to cultivate one’s practice. Thus,
mono-religious education in Taiwan was given an
opportunity to combine academic research with
the cultivation of practice. Currently, there are nine

such graduate institutes and academic departments
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of religious studies, established respectively by
Fu Jen Catholic University (in 1988), Aletheia
University (in 1996), Hsuan Chuang University (in
1997), National Chengchi University (in 1999),
Nanhua University (2000), Tzuchi University
(in 2000), Chung Yuan Christian University (in
2000), Tunghai University (in 2001), and Foguang
University (in 2001).

From Dharma Drum College
of Buddhist Studies to Dharma
Drum Buddhist College

CHIBS enjoys an outstanding reputation
based on its 25 years of experience in academic
education, affiliation with 15 renowned foreign
universities, and its dozen graduates who have
been awarded doctoral degrees from international
graduate schools. In 2006, CHIBS became the
first institute in Taiwan to receive permission
from MOE to establish a mono-religious college,
which was then named Dharma Drum College of
Buddhist Studies. Later, according to a resolution
by the MOE in March 2008, which outlined
procedures for religious colleges, it was decided
that they may adopt traditional religious names
without adding “studies” as part of the title.
Therefore, in order to facilitate international
exchange and shorten the school name, the
Institute applied to the MOE to be renamed
Dharma Drum Buddhist College. The application
was approved on August 1, 2008.

With respect to academic research, the
College has, with its existing faculty from
programs in Indian, Chinese, and Tibetan
Buddhism, integrated the essence of those
traditions into its curriculum to create a new era
for Buddhist study and practice. The College
emphasizes the study of canonical Buddhist
languages as well as English and Japanese, to
facilitate the translation of Buddhist scriptures In
addition, it has expanded the scale of its existing
Buddhist information program, in order to foster

talent in Buddhist digital archives and knowledge
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management systems..

With respect to cultivation and practice,
the College establishes regular practice sessions.
In order to develop the habit for practice, it
offers morning and evening chantings, sitting
meditation, and regular group practices
traditionally adopted by Dharma Drum Sangha
University and by the monastics of Dharma
Drum Mountain. Moreover, the College can
raise theoretical queries and conduct historical
studies in Chan practice, Buddhist ceremonies and
rituals, Dharma propagation, and can establish
guidelines for spiritual cultivation and practice to
help to create a learning climate that values both
research and practice. This will foster a parallel
development of tradition and innovation.

In the future, Dharma Drum Buddhist
College will collaborate with the Dharma Drum
College of Humanities and Social Science (now
under development) to create an educational
environment that facilitates the study Buddhist
teachings and humanistic studies. Students at
DDBC will be able to take courses at DDC,
thereby nurturing Buddhist talent capable of
academic research with religious motivation, to

serve the needs of society.

(This article was adapted from my article in the

Humanity Magazine, No. 282, issued in February
2007)
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