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#F2;%XEM 3SR © Ven. Chi-chen visits CHIBS.
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Chung-Hwa Institute of Buddhist Studies:
Following the Past and Lighting the Future

In Autumn 2008, our founder Master Sheng
Yen indicated that CHIBS would complete the
effort on teaching the next year and it should
be a chance to organize activities for the 30th
anniversary, including publishing the special
publication for the 30th anniversary of CHIBS.
Although our founder passed away in February,
2009, we did hold an exhibition for the 30th
anniversary of CHIBS before the departure of

25th class of graduate students.

Chung-Hwa Institute of Buddhist
Studies: The Past and the Future

Dating back to October, 1978, our founder,
Master Sheng Yen, accepted the invitation of Mr.
Chang, founder of Chinese Culture College, to
serve as the director of the Institute of Buddhist
Studies in the Chinese Academic School. With
limited resources, Master Sheng Yen planned the
development of the institute in both research and
teaching since 1979. The institute eventually had
the graduate program ready in August 1981, and
the first class of students enrolled in September.
Nonetheless, the program was suspended due to
the health of Mr. Chang in 1984. In 1985, a new
building of Chung-Hwa Institute of Buddhist
Culture in Beitou was built and Master Sheng Yen
resumed the graduate program there. With another
year of efforts, the institute was accredited by the
Minister of Education in August 1986, becoming
the first Buddhist institute for higher education

and research in Taiwan. In the commencement

Director

Venerable Guo Jing

ceremony on August 22nd, Master Sheng Yen
advocated offering support to Buddhist education,
by declaring, “Without education today, there
won't be tomorrow for Buddhism.”

Master Sheng Yen has articulated gratitude
many times to Mr. Chang for his invitation, as
it served as an initial point to fulfill our founder’s
enthusiasm in education. Further gratitude was
dedicated to Venerable Nan-Ting and Venerable
Cheng-I, from Huayen Lotus Association, for
their encouragement and supports. After the
official foundation of CHIBS, the founder
carried the responsibility of CHIBS’ operation
on his own, and then formed the Association
of Dharma Supporters at CHIBS to uphold the
Buddhist education business. Unlike charity
activities that easily gain popular support and
acceptance, education is an effort that needs long-
term investment before obvious effects. Although
this is not an easy task, it is definitely worth all
the efforts. The founder experienced such difficult
and challenging years, and he did cherish the
involvement of talents and the collection of
various conditions from people as well as things.
Therefore, at the exhibition in the summer of
2009, a section was specified as “Records of
supportive monastics and volunteers” to show our
appreciation and gratitude.

During the CHIBS era, Venerable Jian-
Xin provided a site for CHIBS and also took
care of the daily lives of all the faculty, staff, and
students. Venerable Wu-Ming and Venerable Jin-

Neng served as board members, and they offered
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financial supports to provide scholarships and
cover expenses. A group of devoted faculty, asking
no worldly rewards in return for their efforts and
contribution in teaching and research, was a very
important foundation of CHIBS. Education is
a job that needs step-by-step and continuous
endeavors. After the 1990s, the founder’s activities
became globalized, thanks to Professor Ning-Shu
Gang, Professor Lee Chih-fu, Professor Kuan Wu,
Venerable Huimin, and Venerable Guo-Zao who
served as directors and vice-directors. They carried
the responsibilities and conformed to the tasks of
the founder, to elevate CHIBS and present us to
the international academic society.

In 2001, CHIBS moved to DDM, and issued
the twentieth anniversary special publication. In
the preface of that special publication, the founder
recounted all the causes and conditions to the
establishment of CHIBS. With completion of
facilities in the World Buddhist Education Center,
the main campus of DDM inaugurated in 2005.
The next year, DDBC was founded and admitted
its first group of students. With more than thirty
years of efforts by the founder and seniors in the
field, a concrete outcome was finally established.
To review all the way back and the whole process,
there are countless gratitude and memories
emerged.
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At the end of 2007, I became the Director
of CHIBS. The founder instructed us to reinstate
the role of a research institute, focusing on the
research and development of Chinese Buddhism.
Master Sheng Yen in his later years became
concerned about the distribution and prosperity
of Chinese Buddhism in modern society. As
the first educational institute established by the
founder, the task was assigned as the responsibility
of CHIBS. This is an honor, yet a heavy duty.
Along with the internationalization of Chinese
Chan Buddhism and the growing significance of
Oriental culture in the West, Buddhism matches
exactly the needs of contemporary society. The
Sangha of DDM, faculty and alumni of CHIBS,
as well as everyone willing to support Buddhist
education are expected to fulfill and realize the
great vision in cooperation: to promote the
distribution of Chinese Buddhism, to combine
understanding and practice, and to benefit others
and global society.

And finally, thanks are due to the alumni,
volunteers, and colleagues of CHIBS: Hsiulan,
Mei-Kwan, Kun-Yin, and and so many others.
They committed to look into all the photos
and records of CHIBS to make this special
publication possible. This is not only a precious
historical record to CHIBS but also a informative
resource to the future
development of Buddhist
education. I cannot offer
too many thanks to all
the causes and conditions
that accomplished this.
Amitofo!



