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A Comparative Study on Interpretations of the
“Contemplation on Ten Kinds of Demonic Obstructions”
in Huayen Siitra: Centering on the Treatises of Fazang’s and

Chengguan’s

Lin, Ming-Guang
Doctoral Student

Graduate Institute of Asian Humanities,
Huafan University

Abstract

In the chapter “Transcending the Mundane World” (Lishijian Pin % tH [ &)
of the Huayan jing (*Mahavaipulya Buddhavatamsaka Siitra ZEEg4%), there is
the concept of “ten kinds of demonic obstructions.” Masters through of the
ages have different commentaries, such as that in Fazang’s Huayanjing
tanxuanji FEEFLEHEZCEC which states either including or not including, or
that in Chengguan’s Huayanjing shu %5z 45 fii stating not including but could
be including as well. There are significant differences in the perspectives of
the two. When they explained the meaning of “the ten kinds of demonic
obstructions,” did they complement each other’s or did they unfold the
interpretations respectively? These are the issues to be clarified. As well, this
is the main purpose of this paper. Additionally, there are increasing
“psychological difficulties” related to practitioners which could be caused by
not being able to practice according to doctrinal teachings. This paper
suggests some operational practices and hopefully will lead the practitioner to
achieve “the unity of understanding and practice” accordingly.

This research applies the exegetical method, centering on Fazang’s
Huayanjing tanxuanji @GR 250 and Dashenggixinlunyiji KIS 5w

E ==

#: ¢ along with Chengguan’s Huayanjing shu %tz 48 Fi and Huayanjing
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shuchao #E g8 Fi#) as well as covering other relevant works. First the
requisiteness as well as causes and conditions between the practitioners and
the demonic obstructions is introduced. Then the study compares the
similarities and differences in or emphases on the viewpoints on “demon,”
“demonic obstructions” and “discarding of demonic obstructions” presented
by the two masters respectively. Next comes the supplementary on meanings
of “ten demonic obstructions” by Chengguan, Finally, a summarized and
practical suggestion to discard the demonic obstructions is provided to the

practitioners.

Keywords:
Devil, Demonic Obstructions, Discarding of the Demonic Obstructions,

Chengguan, Fazang



