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On the Conception of Amalavijiiana According to Paramartha

Shi, Dow-Hau
Master of Arts in Religious Studies
Department of Buddhist Studies, Dharma Drum Buddhist College

Abstract

The term “amalavijiana”, in its original meaning, is “consciousness
without taint”. Yet, some modern scholars observe that Paramartha tends,
whether in its translaton or commentaries, to interpret the connotation of
“amalavijiiana” as containing some of the thoughts of “Tathagatagarbha™ or
being “Tathdagatagarbha” itself.

In this paper, I try to inspect the conception of amalavijiana according to
Paramartha’s translations as well as the commentaries. I have found, in the
works such as Jueding zang lun 7 E i, Zhuanshi lun 5%y, San wuxing
lun =#EPE 5y, that the conception of amalavijiana contains the meaning of
“conversion of the basis” (asrayaparavrtti) and the idea of “the nonconceptual
awareness” (nirvikalpajiiana) which means consciousness and its objects are
all vanished. The term also holds the meaning of fundamentally pure mind
(prakrtivisuddhacitta) in Shiba kong lun )\ 22 &.

According to these texts, I think that Paramartha, based on the doctrine of
the Yogacara, translates the “conversion of the basis” (asrayaparavrtti) as
“amalavijiana” to mean the state of nonconceptual awareness
(nirvikalpajniana) when consciousness and its objects are all vanished. In the
Shiba kong lun -+ )\ Z5%y, Paramartha explained the emptiness (Siiynata) by
referring to “amalavijiana” as “fundamentally  pure mind”
(prakrtivisuddhacitta). In terms of the historical development of Buddhist

texts, the usage of emptiness, explained as the idea of “the light and pure of
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the mind’s nature” (prakrtis cittasya prabhasvara, »1ERJEHF) in the
Prajiiaparamita Sitra, is no different from the thoughts of the Yogacara
school. Therefore I conclude that the usage of term “amalavijiana” by

Paramartha and the thoughts of Yogacara school is in concord.

Keywords:
Amalavijiana, Paramartha, Conversion of the basis, Fundamentally

pure mind, Nonconceptual awareness



