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Abstract

This paper focus on the debates over narratives and methodologies within
Chan history caused by Hushi (1891-1962) from eighty years ago and
extended to China, Japan, Taiwan, Europe and the U.S.. This issue separates
them into two sides for argumentation. In one side there was East Asian; the
other side included Japan, Europe and the U.S., and Japanese scholars were
the demarcation. At first, Japan, Taiwan and Hong Kong’s scholarly and
religious societies both joined this issue, and inspired a very grant discussion.
It ended in 1971, because of the publishing of History of Chinese Chan School
written by Ven. Yinshun. In 1950s, the argument between Hushi and D. T.
Suzuki (1870-1966) were triggered. Their discussion caused attentions among
western scholars and made for the introspection about the problem of
methodology of Chan Studies. Furthermore, John R. McRae and Bernard
Faure developed Yanagida Seizan’s (1922-2006) approach and got some more
achievements.

It was a process of modernization for Buddhist societies, and an academic
history for scholarly societies. Contextually, it was an epitome of impact
between modernism and traditional religion, and a case of post-modernism
shift.

Form the viewpoint of post-colonialism, moreover, after Ven. Yinshun,
Chinese scholarly societies had found themselves in an isolated position,
being secluded from international research. China have faced and tried to deal
with this problem. How about Taiwan? Furthermore, when we follow this
trend, certain concerns and worries accompany as well. Therefore, it will be a
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very important question: how to establish Chinese scholarly societies’
localized and subjectivistic approach or achievements?

Keyword:
Hushi, Academic History, Modernity, Methodology, Chan Studies



