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Kongyin Zhencheng’s Discussion on Yogacara Theories

Chien, Kai-Ting
Doctor of Philosophy
Department of Chinese Literature,
National Tsing Hua University

Abstract

In this article, I discuss Kongyin Zhencheng’s criticism of Yogacara theories.
He was a monk who spent most of his life in Wutai Mountain during the late
Ming dynasy. According to the records, Zhencheng has a role in the
prosperous development of Yogacara and Hetuvidya during that time. This
theme has not been able to be further studied until 1 read his work—She
Dacheng Lun Xiushi—at Xiyuan Temple in Suzhou. In this work, Zhencheng
showed his accomplishment regarding Yogacara. More importantly, he also
severely criticized the three Yogacara theories: “tong chu ge bian,” “yin guo
ju shi,” and “si bian ju yi.” In these critics, he fully demonstrated his academic
features of independent thinking and not blindly believing in the canon. In this
respect, Zhencheng is more outstanding than his peers. Thus, he deserves to be

highly evaluated.

Keywords:
Zhencheng, She Dacheng Lun Xiushi, Late Ming Yogacara, Tong chu ge bian,
Yin guo ju shi



