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From Jiangnan to Guanzhong:

Study on the Transformation of Jizang’s Thought on Old Age

Yu, Shu-Fang
Doctoral Student
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Abstract

Jizang (549-623) is regarded as the founder of the Three-Treatise school. He
lived through four dynasties: Southern Liang, Chen, Sui and Tang Dynasty.
Under the invitation of Emperor Yang in Sui Dynasty (569-618), Jizang
migrated from the south of the Yangtze River to the Guanzhong area in 599.
He was first stationed in Shaoxing Jiaxiang Temple (591-599) and later moved
to Jiangdu Huidi Temple (599), eventually settling in Chang’ an Riyan Temple
(599-618). He died in Chang’an Real Temple (623). From Jiangnan to
Guanzhong, Jizang spread the thoughts of Three-Treatise school of Jiangnan
back to Guanzhong.

According to the The Summary and Brief of Lotus Sutra, the teaching of
Jizang was focused on the one Mahayana doctrine. Scholars think that when
Jizang migrated to Guanzhong, being influenced by the people of the capital
preferring Lotus Sutra he had completely transformed his thought and faith.
However, is that true? How and why did it happen? Why in his late years, as
Three-Treatise school came into popularity, he switched instead to Lotus
Sutra? Were the early days of Jizang influenced by the teachers of the Three-
Treatise school in Jiangnan, who emphasized the Lotus Sutra? During the time
of the Northern and Southern Dynasties, was the emphasis of the Lotus Sutra

limited to Guanzhong? These are the focus of this article.
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Through the analysis of the above problems, this paper tries to put Jizang
in historical context to obtain a comprehensive understanding of the Jizang’s
studying history of Lotus Sutra. It also argues that when studying under
Xinghuang in early days, in addition to accepting the baptism of the Three-
Treatise school, Jiang was exposed to the thought of Lotus Sutra of Guanhe at

the same time, rather than later in Guanzhong in his middle age.

Keyword:
Jizang, Northern and Southern Dynasties, Lotus Sutra, Zhiyi, Riyan Temple



