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Antecedents to the Special Issue for the Young Scholars’
Chinese Buddhism Forum

Venerable Guo-Jing
Director, Chung-Hwa Institute of Buddhist Studies

The Chung-Hwa Institute of Buddhist Studies (CHIBS) inaugurated the Young
Scholars’ Chinese Buddhism Forum in 2005, and has since then receiveded
supports and resonances from a wide variety of fields and perspectives. During
six years of work-out, we have brought forth fruitful outcomes including two
edited books, Infinite Light and Knocking Down Sumeru, along with two special
issues, Vols. 18 and 21, in Chung-Hwa Buddhist Studies.

The edited book Infinite Light consists of eight articles, and Knocking Down
Sumeru is composed of seven. A special issue, Vol. 18, of Chung-Hwa Buddhist
Studies has collected seven papers, accompanied by another special issue, Vol.
21, having six. Among these works, some cover doctrinal issues in various
schools like Consciousness-only, Huayen (Flower Garland), Chan, Nianfo
(Pureland), Sanlun (Madhyamaka), etc, accompanied by other topics related to
Buddhist arts and cultural anthropology which include fields of literature,
history, folk culture, cave-Buddhism studies, and so on. These young scholars
have performed delicate analyses and investigation via field studies and
literature research. With publication of these books and journal issues, we’d
like to share such fine works of interdisciplinary studies with anyone interested.

For six years of interaction with young scholars in Chinese Buddhism, it is
obvious that their enthusiasm for studying Chinese Buddhism is far beyond our
expectation. The print of this special issue, Vol. 21, could be considered the
completion of the Young Scholars’ Chinese Buddhism Forum, as a progressed
mission. Next, there will be transformation into a new phase for us, continuing
on building up platforms for interactions within and between Chinese Buddhism,

in innovative and unexperienced aspects.



