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of the Buddhakaya: Mainly Referencing to the Avatamsaka

Siitra translated in Tang Dynasty along with the Avatamsaka
Commentaries and Subcommentaries by Chengguan

Lin, I-Cheng
Doctoral student
Department of Chinese Literature,
National Chengchi University

Abstract

From the past, there have been various thoughts and theories about Vairocana’s
Buddha Characteristic and the relationship to Shakyamuni Buddha in Chinese
Buddhism, yet there isn’t any conclusions made up even today. Among these
theories, the concept of the Trikaya = &Ef{ is most commonly adopted in
Chinese Buddhism, in which Vairocana is described as The dharmakaya
Buddha, who has no physical appearance and doesn’t preached the Dharma.
Nonetheless, in the Avatamsaka Sitra #£fg; 4%, Bhagavat, referring to not only
Vairocana but also Shakyamuni Buddha, is able to shine brilliant radiance, to
ascend to heaven and to preach the Dharma, which seems to contradict the idea
that Vairocana is just a dharmakaya Buddha, who doesn’t preach the Dharma,

but instead a Buddha that does appear physically and preach the Dharma.

The Huayen school believes the Avatamsaka Siuitra has no indication of the
concept of the Trikaya, and defines Vairocana as the Ten-kaya Buddha —+ & {if
and the dharmadhatu as the buddhakaya, ;A5 5, which embodied the realms
of matters %%, beings 4, and the Buddha’s mind #F42. The Avatamsaka
Commentaries and Subcommentaries (Hua-Yen Shu-Chao, ZE [ Fi £/) by
Chengguan (& #H, 738-839) referenced the Avatamsaka Sutra and Huayen

school’s theory of Buddhakaya to show that the concept of Trikaya is included
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within the concept of Ten-kaya Buddha. Furthermore, Chengguan claimed that
the way Vairocana preaches the Dharma is not limited to linguistic expressions.
Rather, Dharma could be delivered via bodhisattvas, sentient beings, country-
lands, or even all phenomena such as illuminations Y¢HH, pedestal clouds 3E
2, Bodhi tree EEEH5f, or anything that is able to present right away the truth
of the Dharma realm, which is always a way of Vairocana preaching the

Dharma.

Keywords:
Avatamsaka Sutra, Vairocana Buddha, Chengguan, Avatamsaka

Commentaries and Subcommentaries, Ten Aspects of the Buddhakaya



