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On Tetsuro Watsuji’s “ Emptiness” and “ Others”:

Based on His Early Ethical Writings
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Abstract

(13

A conventional view in Tetsuro Watsuji studies is that “emptiness,” the
supreme principle of Watsuji’ s ethics, was mainly influenced by Madhyamaka
Buddhist thought. As a consequence, Watsuji’ s ethics are often considered as a
form of communist due to his emptiness referring to negation of our
individuality by merging with social groups. To dispel the confusions, it is best
to clarify Watsuji’ s so-called emptiness. This paper will demonstrate that the
two main meanings of Watsuji’s emptiness came from the concepts of
Madhyamaka and Yogacara Buddhist thought based on his early ethical
writings, and analyze the relation between Watsuji’ s “ others” and emptiness in

the sense of Yogacara philosophy.
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