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Antecedents to the Special Issue for the Young Scholars’
Chinese Buddhism Forum

Venerable Guo-Jing
Director, Chung-Hwa Institute of Buddhist Studies

In this special issue, there are four papers, originally presented at the Third
Young Scholars’ Chinese Buddhist Forum, collected to be shared with our
readers. The four dynamic and characteristic studies, about Chinese Buddhism
in Thailand, Japan, China and Korea respectively, signify this special issue.
This first article studied Master Pujing (1902-1986), who founded Wat Pho
Yen, innovated and revived Chinese Buddhism in Thailand and eventually led
to the recognition of Chinese Buddhism in modern Thailand. His contribution
represented a two-fold progress of localization and modernization. The second
addressed Renzan Koeki (1635-1694), a S6td monk in the Edo period, and
studied how he applied works of Yongjue Yuanxian’s (1578-1657), from late
Ming / early Qing dynasties, in his pedagogical practice by reading, annotating
and distributing. The third paper mainly focused on Pini Riyong Qieyao,
compiled by Jianyue Diti (1601-1679), along with the background to and the
characteristics of the work. The fourth investigated the iconographic
transformation of Marici during the late Goryeo era (1270-1392), with an
attempt to reveal the milieu of Marici belief in Sino-Esoteric Buddhism.

These four articles constitute this special issue and each of them
demonstrates in-depth analysis and discussion. We are very glad to share their
research findings with anyone who is interested. In the end, I wish, with great
sincerity, that anyone who shares similar interest would continue on showing
supports to the Young Scholars’ Chinese Buddhism Forum and urge our
institute to fulfill our motto of “Rooted in Chinese and branching to the world.”
Let us work together to fulfill the compassionate vow of the late founder Master
Sheng-Yen, to construct a platform for dialogues and interactions in Chinese
Buddhism and to move on to the global stage.



