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A Case Study on Iconographic Transformation and
Objects Practices of Marici: Context During the Late
Goryeo Era (1270-1392)

Chen Yi-Rong

Graduate Student
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Seoul National University (SNU)

Abstract

This article examines the belief of Mariciin the late Goryeo period (1270-1392)
through the framework of “iconographic transformation,” understood here in
technical, semantic, and ritual terms. It analyzes the interplay among visual
representation, scriptural transmission, and religious practice in the formation
of Marici devotion in late Goryeo. The primary sources examined include five
portable metal icons of Marici, the 1370 Collected Scriptures of the Diamond
Sutra and Other Texts 4[| {575 5 28 2 &8 55 48 & 22, and the frontispiece of the
Seongbul sugu daedarani-gyeong (% {3 g °K K P 48 JE 48 ; Great Dharani
Scripture of Accomplishing Buddhahood According to One’s Wishes), first
printed in 1375 and later discovered among the inner deposits of an Amitabha
image at Wondang-am, Haeinsa.

The study argues that Goryeo portable icons of Marici predominantly depict
a one-faced, six-armed seated deity, a form distinctly different from the
standing, multi-faced, and multi-armed representations more commonly found
in China and Japan. This suggests the emergence of a localized iconographic
type of Mariciin Goryeo. A comparative analysis of textual and visual materials
further shows that the frontispiece of the Haeinsa edition aligns more closely
with the Song translation by Danapdla, whereas its textual core primarily

follows the Tang translation by Amoghavajra. These findings indicate that
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devotion to Marici in late Goryeo was shaped not by the direct reproduction of
a single scripture, but by the selective integration and reinterpretation of
multiple textual traditions.

Moreover, the orthography of the “Supreme Heart Mantra §¢ F/ B S of
Marici Bodhisattva, om marici svaha, as found in privately sponsored Buddhist
texts, differs from the form preserved in the Tripitaka Koreana =R K i 4%.
This suggests the existence of a distinct lineage of mantra transmission and
textual copying outside the official canon. The article also reevaluates Marici
ritual sites recorded in the Goryeosa =i RE 5, arguing that they should be
understood not only in relation to foreign invasion, but also in connection with
drought, famine, and other historical conditions. Taken together, these findings
show that devotion to Marici in late Goryeo emerged through the interplay of
court ritual, private devotional practice, material media, and transregional
exchange.

Furthermore, the research investigates the relationships between Goryeo
and the Liao, Jin, and Yuan dynasties, with particular emphasis on the Yuan-
era Puning canon %%, and the transmission of the Rasijana script, in order
to reconstruct a comprehensive understanding of Marici’s development within

the Sino-Esoteric Buddhist milieu of Goryeo.

Keywords:
Goryeo, Marici, Esoteric Buddhism, Sino-Esoteric Buddhist, Dhdarani



